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POLICY AREA
Policy Brief: an overview on actual policy recommendations
From 2016 to 2020, all nine Action Groups of EUSALP have elaborated policy
recommendations which address different political levels from local up to
European level. The aim of the Policy Brief is to give an overview of all these
policy recommendations and an outlook on what is to be expected in the next
two years. It contributes to make the results and outcomes of EUSALP better
known and to start the dialogue with relevant policy makers and the wider
public.

An Alpine Peatland Roadmap: online workshops & research
projects pave the way for future implementation steps
In the context of three online workshops, EUSALP AG7, Impuls4Action and
Peatlands in the Alps projects came together with peatland stakeholders from
all around the Alps to find out gaps of knowledge and action within alpine wide
peatland-protection. In addition, new peatland research projects reveal
interesting approaches for follow up activities.
The final conference of the EU-funded project “Impuls4Action” took place on
Thursday, 20 May 2021. This was an occasion for AG 1, AG 6 and AG 7 to
discuss water use, internal development and peatlands. Three topics that are
linked and influence our daily life, in the EUSALP area and beyond. The climate
crisis we are experiencing, is an eye-opener in the much more vulnerable Alps.
This final event aimed to present solutions for a respectful and sustainable use
of our Alpine soils while maintaining the economic, social and ecological
balance.

Find out further information on the event and the project here

Results from the CEASAR Project (Capacitating Energy
efficiency in small alpine enterprises)
During a workshop held on May 5th supported by the AG 9, the consortium
from the CAESAR project - the project is co-financed by the European Union
(Alpine Region Preparatory Action Fund - ARPAF) - presented the outputs and
products of the project work, such as:
Communication materials
Creation of a stakeholder network and defining the needs of SMEs
Providing tools for the assessment of energy efficiency
Setting benchmarks & KPIs for strategic sectors
Training the trainers
The workshop was an opportunity for representatives from enterprises and
clusters, experts, policy makers and other stakeholders to discuss the need for
future activities and engage in further cooperation.
Contact person - benjamin.auer@klimahausagentur.it

Smart Villages: a strategic priority for EUSALP
With its workplan of 2016, AG5 of EUSALP identified the Smart-villages-approach
as a strategic priority. Therefore, AG5 initiated an Alpine Space Program project
called SMARTVillages, which was carried out from 2018 to 2021. The final
conference took place on 29th April 2021. With the SmartVillages project, the
Smart-villages-approach was adapted to the Alpine context. A common

understanding and methodology were elaborated. The concept was tested in
11 pilot areas and transferable tools were developed by project partners to
facilitate its uptake by Alpine communities. All results are compiled in a
compendium in all Alpine languages.
During the DigitalAlps online conference, on 27/28 May 2021, the Network of
Alpine Smart villages and regions SMART ALPS will be launched. The Network
intends to foster the exchange of information and experiences amongst Alpine
regions and villages that have also engaged their transition towards smartness.
For more information, please consult the SMART ALPS presentation document.
If you wish to join the network, please contact the AG5-Leaders at
Eusalp.ag5@regione.vda.it or Thomas.egger@sab.ch.

Learn more about how can the Alps become smarter

FRENCH PRESIDENCY
The COVID 19 crisis has had a major impact on the tourism sector, which is still
linked to the economy of our mountain territories. This health crisis has been an
opportunity to engage in a welcome dialogue on the ecological and climate
crisis.
EUSALP is not left out of these reflections, and the French Presidency has made
it an important theme for the year 2021. This is reflected in two key events at
the beginning of the year: the meetings in Métabief on 16 and 17 March, and
the event in Les Orres on 10 and 11 May.
This is the opportunity for the French presidency to launch the dynamics of the
General States of Transition for Mountain Tourism which will take place on 24
and 23 September next. This will be the first time that all the public and private
players, social professionals and NGOs have come together to reflect on the
transition throughout the Alpine Region.

16-17 March, Metabief

10-11 May, Les Orres

Ski resorts & Climate change

A joint Smart Altitude & OCOVA
event

A meeting gathering French and
European mountain actors to discuss
the climate transition of mid-altitude
mountain resorts. An event that
allowed the announcement of the
General States of Transition for
Mountain Tourism.
Read more

An event to open up the prospects for
the mountains of tomorrow, held in
Les Orres, pilot resort for the
ecological and tourism transition of
mountain resorts. The occasion for
the French Presidency to invite young
finalists of the PYP competition to
present their projects live.
Read more

YOUTH
Democracy in action in the Alpine region: EUSALP
Youth Council makes the Alps fit for the future
Closing of the applications for
the Youth Council

Youth Manifesto to shape
European Cooperation Policy

Tourism, culture, education: the
Covid-19 pandemic has severely
affected many important sectors for
the Alpine space. The Alpine regions

Rediscover the Youth Manifesto to
shape
and
influence
European
Territorial Cooperation based on the
experiences of EU youth. Now, a

are therefore working on joint projects
in the EUSALP to make the Alpine
space resilient and fit for the future. To
do this as sustainably as possible,
they are now counting on the support
of the next generation.
Young people between 18 and 29
who live in one of the 48 EUSALP
regions in Germany, France, Italy,
Austria, Slovenia, Switzerland or
Liechtenstein were called to apply for
the EUSALP Youth Council until 26 May
2021. Four young people from each of
the seven Alpine countries - and thus
a total of 28 young people - will get
the chance to participate in the
implementation of the EUSALP for one
year.

communication kit has been released
to spread youth’ word.
The
Manifesto
contains
twelve
recommendations from young people
to
boost their involvement in
European Territorial Cooperation. The
ideas presented in this document,
were
collected
by
European
Commission staff via targeted surveys,
polls and online group discussions
with young people from all over
Europe, including the EU’s outermost
regions
and
its
neighbouring
countries.
Read more

At the close of the application process
on the 26th there were 166 young
people have applied: 30 from Austria,
24 from France, 20 from Germany, 77
from Italy, 4 from Liechtenstein, 7 from
Slovenia and 4 from Switzerland.
Read more

EUSALP
Past & upcoming events
5 May 2021
CAESAR project (ARPAF 2), Final
public workshop on energy
efficiency in SMEs
20 May
Impuls4Action Final event
(online)
Mobility conference (Nice)
25 May
100% local final event (online)

23-24 September 2021
General States of Transition for
Mountain Tourism (online/local
workshops)
29-30 September
Alpine conference on hiking and
outdoor activities (Gréoux-lesBains)

27-28 May
Digital Alps conference (online)

6-7 October
Alpine Green week (Grenoble)
Conference on ecological
connectivity

10-11 June
The 2nd international workshop
on territorial brands (online)

5 or 8 October
Executive Board and Board of
Action Group Leaders meetings

28-29 June
GreenRisk4ALPs Mountain Forest
Conference with the
participation of AG8 (Innsbruck &
online)

9-10 December
EUSALP Annual Forum (Nice)

1st July
Executive Board and Board of
Action Group Leaders meetings
(online)
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